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The Establishment and Evolution Mechanism of Farmer’s Cooperative
Federations: An Analysis from the Perspective of Organizational Ecology

Cui Baoyu Wang Xiaose Sun Di

Abstract: Based on the theory of organizational ecology, this article analyzes the establishment and evolution mechanism of
farmer’s cooperative federations, and explains their evolution path. It finds that the ecosystem of the federations is characterized by
“circle layer” which is composed of external ecosystem and ecosphere. When they are established, the federations need to construct
initial niche selection and initial ecosphere generation mechanisms to form the appropriate initial niche and ecosphere. In the
process of evolution, they need to construct a niche competition mechanism to promote niche leap, and construct an ecosystem
governance mechanism to promote ecosystem optimization. The process from establishment to evolution is a process from the
construction of niche selection mechanism to the construction of niche competition mechanism, and also from the construction of
ecosystem generation mechanism to the construction of ecosystem governance mechanism. If the federations construct the niche
competition mechanism and the ecosystem governance mechanism, they may grow; if they only construct the niche competition
mechanism without the construction of the other, or even when the ecosystem is distorted, their development may become alienated.
If they neither construct the niche competition mechanism nor the ecosystem governance mechanism, they may become empty
entities. If they only construct the ecosystem governance mechanism without the construction of niche competition mechanism,
they will function in a certain degree of mutual assistance in the short term, but they may eventually become empty entities.

Key Words: Farmer’s Cooperative Federation; Organizational Ecosystem; Ecological Niche; Ecosphere
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