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Beyond Structure and Action: An Empirical Analysis on the Road to
Poverty Alleviation with Chinese Characteristics

Xing Chengju Li Xiaoyun

Abstract: There are two kinds of cognitive and research paradigms in the study on the cause of poverty. One emphasizes that
the structural factors beyond the individual level are the root cause of poverty, the other proposes that poverty stems from the
weakness of individual social action and a lack of subjective development motivation. In both paradigms, poverty reduction
projects have been carried out in different ways. Based on the poverty alleviation history and practices in the past forty years,
China has followed a road to poverty alleviation with Chinese characteristics, which is beyond the structure and action
paradigms. It has not only eradicated the macro-, average- and micro-level of structure that causes poverty and deprivation, but
also established a pro-poor system and policy structure. It has not only improved the poverty management system, but also
highlighted the main value and internal driving force for development in the poverty alleviation. In overcoming barriers at the
structure and action levels of poverty, China has achieved remarkable achievements in poverty alleviation. China’s poverty
alleviation program and wisdom can contribute to the international community.

Key Words: Structure; Action; Chinese Characteristics; Road to Poverty Alleviation and Development
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