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Hop, KBGOV SRR R B EY IR B AR RN B . S, U
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How Villagers’ Evaluation of Cadres’ Performances Influences Their
Willingness to Vote in the Elections of Village Committees: Evidence from
Liaoning Province
Zheng Guangguan
Abstract: In rural China, social governance and economic development promote each other. An increase in political
participation of villagers is beneficial to consolidating the system of grassroots autonomy and accelerating economic
development. Using the survey data from 74 villages located in 8 cities in Liaoning Province, this article analyzes how
villagers’ evaluation of rural cadres’ performances influence their willingness to vote in the elections of village committees. It
uses a linear probability model and takes arithmetic means of 5 evaluation indicators from villagers’ evaluation to measure
cadres’ performances. The results show a significant U-shape relationship between villagers’ evaluation and their willingness to
vote. A positive evaluation of cadres’ performances leads to an increase in villagers’ willingness to vote and their support to the
incumbent cadres to be elected. A negative evaluation of cadres’ performances results in an increase in villagers’ willingness to
vote in order to oppose the incumbent cadres. If higher administrative officials can increase the support to village committees
and strengthen the supervision of village elections, villagers’ evaluation of cadres’ performances is likely to be improved. This

may increase Vvillagers’ political participation.

Key Words: Election of Village Committee; Willingness to Vote; Evaluation of Cadres’ Performance
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