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Types and Path Expressions of Urbanization in China: Examples from
Shanghai, Ningxia and Hubei provinces
Sun Min

Abstract: With the rapid economic development in China, the urbanization process has advanced in a rapid pace. But
variations in the development of urbanization exist in different counties. This article investigates how farmers moved into the
cities in Shanghai, Ningxia and Hubei provinces. Taking the family structure of three generations *“grandpa-father-son” as the
unit, the study tries to establish an analytical framework of interaction of industrial resources and agricultural resources within
the scope of the county. It finds three patterns of “nearby urbanization” on the basis of local industrialization level and
agricultural resources, namely, an endogenous urbanization type on the basis of local industrial development, an endogenous
urbanization type on the basis of local agricultural development, and an external-input urbanization type on the basis of
industrial development in outside areas. These three types of urbanization are different from the perspective of the geographic
distance between urban and rural areas, labor force allocation and resource flows between urban and rural areas.

Key Words: Nearby Urbanization; Ban-gong Ban-geng; People-land Relation; Regional Difference
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