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Does High-speed Rail Reduce the Rural-urban Income Disparity? An
Interpretation Based on the Perspective of Heterogeneous Labor Mobility

YuYongze Pan Yan

Abstract: As a great revolution in the history of China’s transportation, the high-speed rail does exert an important impact on
labor mobility. Based on the panel data from China’s 287 cities during 2008 and 2016, this article uses the method of DID and
PSM-DID to evaluate the impact of high-speed rail on the rural-urban income disparity from the perspective of heterogeneous
labor mobility. The findings are as follows. In general, the rural-urban income disparity has been effectively reduced by the
operation of high-speed rail, but the impact of high-speed rail on rural-urban income disparity is heterogeneous in different
regions. High-speed rail reduces rural-urban income disparity by affecting heterogeneous labor mobility. The impact of
high-speed rail on rural-urban income disparity has a lagging effect. With an increase in high-speed rail accessibility, its effect
on reducing rural-urban income disparity would be gradually enhanced.

Key Words: High-speed Rail; Rural-Urban Income Disparity; Heterogeneous Labor Mobility; DID
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