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COVID-19 Pandemic is Affecting Food Security: Trends, Impacts and
Recommendations

Cheng Guogiang Zhu Mande

Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic spreads rapidly around the world, triggering abnormal price fluctuations in the global food
market and concerns about China’s food security. The impacts of the pandemic on global food production and trade in the later
period could be further increased, and there may be a higher volatility in the global food market. As liquidity is fully released in the
global financial market, the risk of a food crisis similar to that in 2008 will increase if the international speculative capital speculates
on the agricultural product market. The analysis shows that China’s food security system can generally address the challenges of the
increased global food market volatility, but there is a need to prevent and control the risk of the international price volatility of
soybeans and other agricultural products that China imports in large quantities. This article argues that in order to attach great
importance to the possible risks and challenges of global food market fluctuations, it is necessary to strengthen monitoring, draw
early plans, address challenges systematically and implement measures comprehensively. Possible measures include effectively
reducing the interference and impact of unstable expectation of imported cases of COVID-19 on domestic food market; further
strengthening food production capacity; building a risk governance system to guarantee national food security; improving the
reserve system for important agricultural products; reinforcing the global supply chain management of agricultural products; and
enhancing the coordination of international food security, trade and investment policies.

Key Words: COVID-19 Pandemic; Global Food Market; Global Food Crisis; Food Security
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