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The Mechanism Between Rural E-commerce Industry Agglomeration and
Regional Economic Development in the Context of Rural Revitalization: A
Multi-case Study Based on the Life Cycle Theory of Industrial Clusters

Mei Yan Jiang Yuqing

Abstract: Based on the life cycle theory of industrial clusters, this study investigates six typical regions in different stages of
e-commerce development in rural China. Then, it uses a multi-case study analysis method to explore the relationships and
mechanism of action between rural E-commerce industry agglomeration and regional economy development in different stages.
The results show that in the initial stage of rural e-commerce industry agglomeration, the development speed of rural e-commerce
industry agglomeration is faster than that of local regional economy, and there is no obvious interaction between them. In the growth
stage, the development speed of rural e-commerce industry agglomeration gradually decreases, and there is a simple interaction
effect between them. In the mature stage, the development speed of regional economy continuously accelerates, and the accelerated
regional economy development enhances rural E-commerce industry agglomeration at the same time. The results indicate that there
is a synergy effect between rural e-commerce industry agglomeration and regional economic development, and that E-commerce
industry agglomeration will be a powerful engine to drive China’s economic development in rural areas.

Key Words: Industrial Cluster Life Cycle Theory; Rural E-commerce; Regional Economy; Coordinated Development mechanism
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