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A, 2003)0 IXFPHIANATE, 252 Ul HARZSHRE B KAHES), HA t AR sa R Re . LA
KA ISR T8 R ARG EL, TR P B KR x4 ki, AN
FEHLORAE, SR F RS AR E - A S . 28—, fEHASU RS, T HRAREKETE
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ACER B IR E] 1413 J7 7, LG 10 SR T 44%° . X4 AREE 14, AMURSEH, FLel
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Farmland Concentration with Half a Century Delay: A Difficult
Conversion from Small Scale to Large Scale Farming in Japan and its
Implications

Ye Xingging Weng Ning

Abstract: In 1961, Japan enacted the Basic Law of Agriculture which promoted an expansion in the size of farms and pushed
part-time smallholders out of agriculture. For half a century, Japan has made efforts to relax restrictions on farmland transfer
and implemented incentive policies to promote large scale farming. However, the reality of small scale farmland operation still
existed, with an increasingly ageing population of farmers, a massive increase in part time farming and abandoned farmland
area, and the decay of villages. Various reasons can account for a limited progress in the farm size expansion in Japan, such as
an increase in non-agricultural employment opportunities in nearby areas where farmers lived, a high level of support and
protection for agriculture, a failure of land market reforms, etc.. The findings from the study would be valuable for China who
can learn from the lessons in Japan. This can facilitate China’s policymakers to have a sober understanding on the pros and cons
of part time farming, and make appropriate adjustment to non-targeted policies in order to prevent the failure of farmland
market reforms.

Key Words: Smallholder Production; Part Time Farming; Scale Operation; Japan
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