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Connection as Empowerment: The Practices of Linking Small-scale Farm
Households with Modern Agriculture in China and Their Implications

He Yupeng Wu Shunchen

Abstract: The key to linking small-scale farmers with modern agricultural development is to explore an incentive-compatible
contractual approach that benefits farmers and keeps enterprises competitive. This paper analyzes the practice of connecting
small-scale farmers with land-intensive grain farming, capital-intensive farming and labor-intensive agricultural industries with
modern agricultural development. The analysis shows that the land trust mode has realized the transformation of grain
production from land scale operation to service scale operation, enabling farmers to share their operating income; the
“four-in-one” type of “Zhengda model” promotes the modern aquaculture project “farmer ownership, business management”,
enabling farmers to share their assets income; and the e-commerce model of direct production and marketing promotes the
connection of small farmers with large markets, enabling farmers to directly obtain consumer prices. Practical attempts to link
small farmers with modermn agriculture are still in the process of revision and development. Whether China’s agricultural
modernization can establish a new way beyond the large farm model and high subsidies requires more practical exploration and
theoretical innovation.

Key Words: Small-scale Farmer Household; Modern Agriculture; Connection; Practice Mode; Value Chain Construction
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