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Evolution and Policy Choices of New Three Rural Issues
Xiang Jiquan  Zhou Changyou

Abstract: In the high-speed process of industrialization and urbanization in China, many rural areas have become depopulated,
with agriculture becoming marginalized and farmers becoming aged. These phenomena have become prominent, being termed
as New Three Rural Issues. This article starts by pointing out that historical background, internal powers and institutional
origins result in the formation of New Three Rural Issues. It is necessary to break down the barriers of urban-rural division,
promote free flow of population and resources, and realize a more balanced distribution of public services provision between
urban and rural areas. Through policy adjustments and institutional innovations, New Three Rural Issues can be gradually
addressed in the process of reform and development. The study concludes by proposing three approaches in deepening rural
reforms. First, human resource support for rural development can be enhanced by way of separation between economics and
politics, separation between households and properties in rural areas, and encouraging urban citizens to work in the countryside.
Second, resource support for agricultural modernization can be increased by way of “planning controlling” and “market
opening” in rural areas, as well as admitting capital investment in the countryside. Finally, provision of basic social security
should be realized for farmers by way of “keeping the bottom line” and “provision in a plural way”, as well as enhancing social
service delivery in rural areas.

Key Words: Rural Depopulation; Agricultural Marginalization; Ageing of Farmer
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