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VU R TE OFEE. WS WRILLAMNII2SANE . BIRX . BEETIN130004% K RE, HAF
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ZIEGL, A R EE ASSBNTH RSB R4, iR E e REE T RIEFER (XD A
RUFEAFR], Moy “HEBRE”: WREETHEES (HRX. BT RAFEATEAR], R
N R R 27 WREETHES (HIRIX. B RN FEEH RS, By “HEe 214037,
1M “P80/P20 /3i4L” MK FKIENIIBANIEARS (HIRIX BT AWM EENRIHTHT )G,
HEAERT 20% 61 5K BE FT A 15 BE BN S HELE 5 80% IS RE T I S B2 A SN EU AR . 12 A
Ko VLN TE ZHIEERTE A Frb, BN ZE RO

R, ASCHBEIN T HTEIR 2 WA . i, “YRZURNZEEE 17 N8 JUZ A S e
NHIAT SR 548 NI AEINZ s “IR S RN Z20E 27 B Z T B NI T 547 N
Btz ey “IRMZUNNZERE 37 fabrfd il 5 “IMZURNZERE 17 M, 2 “IRZURNZERE 37 BT
KT (CREZGHELD.

FRETH P22 BN KR & /KRR, ARSI NS BE AN (—Bh 2.
R AZ AN MIAZRBE NI (—B 50 e ARV, eSS () K
FE NS T B ERF BN (— ) MEEEGA R,

BEAh, ASCAESAE AT I K B2 S 4G: EHAIIFY, RIET CFPS A7 [ 35
Frg i, BIREE P 5T A FAEA A ST IWT, BUE 1~5, 1 ARIK, 5 Nim: Atk
(=AY, SKIET CFPS BRI M il (3, 2014), [FFFEUE 1~5,; BEA
ML GRS, 2014) @, =1, 75=0; T (IMF, 2005 F/VEL, 2017), HX
i 1~10, 1 RRERAK, 10 0EHRE; FEZENDLL, RISKEE 60 % LK RHS 5 BE B A,
FREDFNCILL, RISKEE 15 5 DL BB S FIERMB Il Kp_EE NER, A=1, J=0;
AN T, =1, T=0; FEZHERE, BUE 1~6, #AMREMN “SCH” B “R¥AR
B PN, BUEDN L REF INBEM, BUER 0 RES Nt P RESWIRGL, BUE N 1
REFECUEFE, BUEK 0 EERIS. BUEEREME; DARKEEMEL, P 3aiss. £ 1 Dy EEAR
BG4 R

*1 R MG

B4 AL HIfE PR R/ME IZINE]
NIBH R 1 (D 9182 0.2035 0.9081 -4.4918 6.3184
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CROAIAVERRIG S R, B () KB (%) BLEAK BB, T, S0 6 TRk, JRiE
AP AV ALY 2R M .
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FEFI M T RE G ARt G REE, 2014), WFURAMRE TR HER, (F7EK
YNSRI (A EEAE, 2012), M Z 5 BARREAE — T R R RX R 3R, (HAST S
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Income Gap, Social Capital and Rural Consumption

Liu Wen

Abstract: This article uses the theory of concerns for status to explain a function mechanism of income gap on farmer
households’ consumption behaviors, and uses data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) from 2010 to 2014 to construct
a balanced short panel for regression analysis. It makes a distinction between the current social capital and potential social
capital, and examines the role of social capital in the function mechanism. The conclusions are as follows. Firstly, rising income
inequality significantly squeezes rural consumption expenditure, be it within rural areas or between urban and rural areas.
Secondly, the current social capital may alleviate the squeezing effect of rising income inequality between urban and rural areas
on rural consumption, but not so for rising income inequality within rural areas, even after introducing the status consumption.
Thirdly, rural regions with a lower degree of marketization have higher necessity to accumulate the potential social capital, in
which farmers’ consumption may be squeezed by rising income inequality in a more obvious way, and the proportion of status
consumption is likely to become higher. This may change their consumption structure. Therefore, the study concludes by
proposing that narrowing income gap can help stimulate rural consumption, and reducing the need for potential social capital
can help reduce status consumption and optimize consumption structure.

Key Words: Income Gap; Potential Social Capital; Rural Consumption; Status Consumption
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