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Can Public Private Partnership (PPP) in Rural Environmental
Governance Become a New Governance Model in China? An Analysis
Based on a Reality Testing on Six Cases

Du Yangiang Liu Pingyang Wu Nawei

Abstract: The PPP (Public-private Partnership) model has become a focus of public concern and been gradually applied to
rural environmental governance. Based on a theoretical review and in-depth interviews, this article explains the multiple
failures and predicament of China's rural environmental governance, and recommends the PPP model of governance. Based on
a number of cases from efficiency, equity and sustainability, it demonstrates the context of PPP in rural environmental
governance. The study finds that the PPP model in rural environmental governance, as a new phenomenon, can response to the
rural environmental governance of multiple failures and predicament and has a huge potential. Reality testing also shows that
the application of the PPP model in rural environment governance can solve the shortage of funds, technology and personnel,
and improves the environmental governance equity between urban and rural areas. However, the PPP model is very complex
and faces many difficulties in the practical application, such as insufficient market competition, a lack of corporate social
responsibility, management incapability of government and farmers’ insufficient participation in rural environmental
governance. In case of certain criteria (such as appropriate governance ability, effective participation of multiple agents), the
PPP model is expected to become a new type of China's rural environmental governance. Therefore, the PPP model of rural
environment governance should be applied in a steady way.

Key Words: Rural Environment; Governance; Public-private Partnership
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