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An Analysis of the Development of China’s Rural Migrant Workers with
Chinese Characteristics
Yang Zhiming

Abstract: Rural-urban labor migration on an unprecedented scale has played a vital role in China’s economic growth and social
development. To have a better understanding on the development of rural migrant workers, China needs exploring the path of
rural labor transfer with Chinese characteristics and learning from others’ experience. Under the new normal state of China’s
economy, changes have been seen in rural migrant workers” employment status, income level and skill improvement, and in the
appearance of new industry formats, craftsmen and return migrations. This article puts forward a number of challenges for rural
migrant workers in the process of social integration in cities. To solve these problems, the study emphasizes several issues
related to their employment and daily lives, including job security, training at work, labor contract, income stability, social
insurance, education for children, accommodation status, legal rights, cultural activities and development goals. It concludes by
envisaging the future for rural labor migrants who will become the largest group to contribute to and benefit from the
realization of the Chinese dream.

Key Words: Rural Migrant Worker; Rural Labor Transfer; Citizenization of Rural Migrant Worker
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