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Insisting on the General Direction of Collective Ownership of Socialist Rural
Land: Comments on Four Wrong Ideas on Land Privatization

Cheng Enfu  Zhang Yang

Abstract: With the guidance of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important speeches that repeatedly insist on the collective ownership
of rural land and the development of collective economy and cooperative economy, this article objectively evaluates four wrong
views that advocate land privatization or privatization in disguise. It firstly reviews the viewpoint of “unclear property rights of
collective land ownership in rural areas”, and holds that the law sets a very clear definition of collective land ownership. It then
analyzes the viewpoint that “private ownership of land is the direction of land reform”, and holds that by permanently solidifying
the original household land contract relationship to engage in privatization of rural land, it ignores and negates Xi Jinping’s idea
which emphasizes that strengthening the rural collective economy should pay attention to the double-layer management of
“combination of centralization and decentralization”. It further reviews the idea that “land privatization will make farmers more
affluent”, and holds that the free deal of private land cannot enable farmers to realize faimess of rights and of results, and that it is
impossible for the majority of farmers to achieve comprehensive well-off society and common prosperity through land private
ownership. At last, it reviews the idea that “the mode of ‘one field, two owners’ is an effective way to rural land reform”, and argues
that this assertion is to disguise the privatization of rural land by rendering rural land collective ownership null and void.

Key Words: Land; Collective Ownership; Combination of Centralization and Decentralization; New Collective Economy; Rural

Cooperative; Family Farm
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