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The Impacts of Import-side Changes in Grain Supply on China’s Food
Security

DU Zhixiong GAO Ming HAN Lei

Abstract: Since China’s entry into WTO, the scale of grain import has been increasing continuously, and the structure of grain
import has been continuously optimized, which has greatly alleviated the pressure of resources and environment on domestic grain
production, and effectively met the consumption demand of domestic grain market. Meanwhile, the diversification process of grain
import channels has been accelerated, and the center of gravity has been constantly shifting to the regions along the Belt and Road,
so as to enhance the ability of avoiding the market risks of single import channels and strengthening the initiative of grain import.
The fluctuation of grain import price has been weakened, which provides favorable external conditions for the stability of domestic
agricultural product prices. Meanwhile, the inversion of grain prices at home and abroad has been intensified for a time, which
highlights the competitive disadvantage of the domestic grain market. The outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020 tested and strengthened
China’s ability to utilize foreign food resources and markets in major international public security emergencies and exposed the
potential risk of price fluctuations due to China’s long-standing dependence on soybean imports. Therefore, China should focus on
the transformation and upgrading of domestic grain production, continue to shift the focus of grain import from the traditional
layout in Europe and the United States to the countries along the Belt and Road, strengthen price risk management with agricultural
financial instruments, and enrich the grain security strategy with the concept of “food security”.

Keywords: Grain Security; Grain Import; Grain Import Channel; Grain Price; COVID-19 Pandemic
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