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Improving the Institutional System for Ecological and Environmental
Governance: Basic Meaning, Significant Importance, Key Measures

ZHANG Youguo

(University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences;
Institute of Quantitative and Technological Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Summary: Improving the ecological and environmental governance system is an inevitable requirement for upholding and
developing socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era. Taking institutional building as the main line is an important principle
for furthering comprehensive deepening of reform. Improving the ecological and environmental governance system with institutional
building as the main line means improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance. This paper clarifies the
basic connotation of improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance, explains its significant meaning,
and proposes corresponding key measures based on the analysis of the shortcomings in its mechanisms and systems.

The main viewpoints of this paper are as follows. (1) Improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental
governance involves both improving the basic components of the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance
and improving the relevant institutions of various subtypes of ecological and environmental governance systems. (2) Improving the
institutional system for ecological and environmental governance will help complete the mission tasks of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) in the new era, promote the comprehensive green transformation of economic and social development, and support
the coordinated advancement of high-quality development and high-level security. (3) Since the new era, the institutional system for
ecological and environmental governance has been continuously improved, but there are still shortcomings in the mechanisms and
systems, including the lack of smooth coordination among governance subjects in the responsibility system and supervision system,
the incomplete market incentive mechanism in the market operation system, and the incomplete implementation mechanism in the
laws, regulations, and policies system. Additionally, these shortcomings exist to varying degrees in various subtypes of ecological
and environmental governance systems. The key measures proposed in this paper for improving the institutional system for
ecological and environmental governance include: further improving the collaborative governance mechanisms among different
levels, regions, and departments; actively exploring a market-based mechanism for ecological and environmental governance; and
improving the implementation mechanism of the laws, regulations, and policies system.

The marginal contributions of this paper are as follows. (1) Based on the basic components of the institutional system for
ecological and environmental governance, it summarizes the connotation of improving the institutional system, explains the main
tasks of ecological and environmental governance and the internal logical relationships among them, and answers the question of
what goals should be achieved in improving the institutional system. (2) From the perspective of historical materialism, it explores
the significant meaning of improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance and answers the
question of why improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance is a key reform task. (3) Focusing
on the basic components of the ecological and environmental governance system and the shortcomings in its sub-systems, it
attempts to propose key measures for improving the institutional system for ecological and environmental governance and answers
the question of how to improve the institutional system.

Keywords: Ecological and Environmental Governance System; Institutional Construction; Green Transformation; Harmonious
Coexistence of Humans and Nature; High-Quality Development

JEL Classification: Q56; Q57; Q58
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