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Advancing the Construction of Autonomous Knowledge Systems
in Agricultural Economics Through Sannongology

ZHU Xinkai
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, Renmin University of China)

Summary: Since socialism with Chinese characteristics entered a new era, the paradigmatic experience of Sannong
(agriculture, rural areas, and farmers) development has increasingly crystallized, with their theoretical connotations gaining
heightened salience. This context renders the construction of China’s autonomous knowledge system a timely imperative.
Confronted by the challenges of fragmented research agendas in agricultural economics and the under-theorized, unsystematic
interpretation of China’s empirical achievements, the establishment of Sannongology emerges as a viable pathway to address these
deficiencies, unveil the intrinsic logic of China’s praxis, and thereby forge an autonomous knowledge system.

Sannongology is a theoretical framework guided by historical materialism and Marxist political economy, orientated toward
China’s historical and contemporary contexts of Sannong. It systematically investigates the human practical activities and
socio-economic  structures—along with their transformations—governed and interconnected by agricultural economy,, rural
development, and farmers’ livelihoods. This framework aims to elucidate the theoretical logic underlying Sannong practices within
China’s modernization trajectory, synthesize the successful experience of China’s Sannong endeavors, and articulate a distinctly
Chinese perspective on Sannong development. Sannongology is characterized by three pivotal features. First, it establishes a more
comprehensive analytical categorical system rooted in Marxist principles, formulating systematic theoretical conclusions about the
practical experience of China’s Sannong development. Second, it transcends the limitations of Western agricultural economics,
which often lacks historical depth, by incorporating studies on social formations, developmental stages, and dynamics of change,
thereby clarifying the historical positioning of China’s Sannong progress. Third, it emphasizes the hierarchical structure of its
theoretical framework to enhance compatibility with and assimilation of valuable insights from diverse research paradigms.

Sannongology does not seek to supplant agricultural economics as a discipline, but rather aims to inspire research perspectives
through a systematic theoretical framework and guide the research agenda setting based on China’s Sannong-related concerns,
thereby steering agricultural economics toward the conscious construction of an autonomous knowledge system. First, the
establishment of structural and historical dimensions in the theoretical content of Sannongology could serve as a creative
fountainhead for the autonomous knowledge system of agricultural economics. Second, Sannongology possesses the capacity to
direct the research agenda formulation in agricultural economics, thereby reinstituting Chinese intellectual autonomy in conceptual
and theoretical innovation. Finally, Sannongology may propel policy-oriented, problem-driven research in agricultural economics
toward developing independent theoretical innovations.

Keywords: Sannongology; Autonomous Knowledge System; Categorical System; Theoretical Hierarchy
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