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The Construction of Eco-civilization System: Theoretical Interpretation,
Evolution Trend, and Path Selection

SHEN Manhong

Abstract: The concept of eco-civilization system was first introduced in the keynote report during the opening ceremony of the 18th
National Congress of the Communist Party of China. The eco-civilization system is an institutional system that can be divided into
mandatory systems, incentivizing systems, and guiding systems, according to the strength of institutional rigidity Different
eco-civilization systems, when combined with various actors, can form different institutional matrices. Different eco-civilization
systems are substitutable and complementary, and can be optimized accordingly. Regularities exist in the evolution of eco-civilization
systems: first, a shift from “groping” to “planning” in terms of institutional generation methods; second, a shift from “low” to “high”
in the balance between rigidity and flexibility; and third, a shift from “management” to “governance” in terms of institutional
implementation methods. To address issues such as “institutional conflict”, “institutional congestion”, “adverse selection”, and
“institutional preference” in the construction of the eco-civilization system, it is necessary to further refine the eco-civilization system,
strengthen performance evaluation and comparison, focus on the optimal selection and coupling enhancement of systems, and
incorporate eco-civilization system building into the CPC’s inspection mechanism to strengthen supervision.

Keywords: Eco-civilization System; Institutional System Construction; Optimal Selection of Systems
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