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Exploring the Chinese-style Rural Modernization Path: An Analysis of
Three Development Concepts

LIU Jinhai

Abstract: Chinese-style modernization is different from Western modernization, and the path of Chinese rural modemization is also
different from that of Western rural modernization. This paper explores the Chinese path of rural modernization according to the
practice in contemporary China as well as the 18 central “No.1 documents” and important reports of the Communist Party of China
since 2006. The analysis suggests that the current process of rural modermization in China implies three development concepts:
materialism, humanism and ecologism. Materialism reflects the general feature of rural development in the process of
modernization, and has been more obvious in Chinese rural development. Humanism is a revision of materialism in the process of
modernization, and Chinese rural modernization has long been practicing the principle of “people oriented”. Ecologism has
transcended west rural romanticism and returned rural areas to their original state as the carrier of agricultural production and human
social life. In summary, the three concepts of materialism, humanism, and ecologism have formed a synchronicity of simultaneous
promotion, coordinated development and harmonious coexistence in Chinese rural modernization. Meanwhile, the Five New
Development Concepts proposed by the Fifth Plenary Session of the 18th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China will
further promote Chinese rural modernization. Unlike the single-line path of Western rural modernization, the path of Chinese-style
rural modernization is multiple-line development.

Keyword: Rural Revitalization; Rural Modernization; Developmental Concept; Materialism; Humanism; Ecologism
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