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(Griesmit: 3 4h)

Red Tourism and Urban-rural Income Gap in Old Revolutionary Base Areas:
An Empirical Analysis Based on the Difference-in-Differences Method

ZHANGKe XIONGZiyi HUANG Xijjia ZHAO Lei

Abstract: As an important part of the revitalization plan of the old revolutionary base areas, red tourism is not only a political
project, but also an economic project to enrich people. However, it lacks evidence to demonstrate whether red tourism can narrow
the urban-rural income gap and promote the coordinated development of urban and rural areas in the old revolutionary base areas.
This study builds a staggered difference-in-differences model based on the classic scenic spots of red tourism as the quasi-natural
experiment, and investigates the impact of red tourism development in the old revolutionary base areas on the urban-rural income
gap. Our findings are as follows: a) The development of red tourism can significantly narrow the urban-rural income gap in old
revolutionary base areas while collective economy can strengthen this effect, and the conclusion is still robust in a series of robust
checks addressing endogeneity. b) The mechanism analysis shows that red tourism can narrow the urban-rural income gap by
promoting the supply of public goods, non-agricultural employment, and rural investment in old revolutionary base areas. c¢) The
heterogeneity analysis shows that the impact of red tourism on narrow the urban-rural income gap is larger for the regions with a
higher level of clan culture and a less developed tertiary industry. This study provides empirical evidence for policy makers to
consider how to protect, manage, and utilize red tourism resources in the new era to consolidate the achievements of poverty
alleviation and promote rural revitalization in the old revolutionary base areas.

Keywords: Old Revolutionary Base Areas; Red Tourism; Urban-rural Income Gap; Collective Economy
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