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The Health-enhancing Effects of the Implementation of
Rural Dilapidated House Renovation Policy

ZHANG Penglong ZHONG Jianle HU Yushan

Abstract: Building beautiful and harmonious countryside that is desirable for living and working is an important part of an
agricultural power. Based on the tracking data of registered impoverished rural houscholds, this paper uses the staggered
difference-in-differences model to analyze the impact of the implementation of dilapidated house renovation policy on the health of
the impoverished population in rural areas and its mechanisms. We find that the implementation of the policy significantly improves
the health level of the impoverished population. Building sanitary toilets and using clean energy are the two ways by which the
implementation of the policy enhances the health of the impoverished population. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the policy’s
health effect is larger on the impoverished without serious illness and senior people. This paper provides insights for understanding the
health-enhancing effect of improving living conditions and further adjusting the policies supporting low-income groups in rural areas.

Keywords: Dilapidated House Renovation; Impoverished Rural Population; Health; Difference-in-Differences Model
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