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Practical Challenges and Solutions for Agriculture-related Eco-environmental
Improvement at the County Level: Cases from the Second-round Central
Inspection of Ecological and Environmental Protection

HUANG Xin YU Fawen HU Xiaoyan

Abstract: From the perspective of environmental inspection, this paper explains the realistic background, basic concept and
characteristics of county-level eco-environment improvement. Based on typical cases of the second-round central inspection of
ecological and environmental protection since the beginning of the 14" Five-Year Plan, this paper analyzes the characteristics of
county-level agriculture-related environmental issues. We find that the main environmental issues related to agriculture at the county
level include non-point source pollution in key watersheds, industrial and mining pollution, domestic pollution, and degradation of
ecological services, which are complex, accumulative, varying and regional. We also find that there are still many practical
challenges to address the agriculture-related environmental issues, including the lack of theoretical framework discouraging
environmental improvement practice, the absence of responsibility attenuating endogenous incentives of environmental
improvement, the limited capacity of behavior reducing the improvement effect, and the insufficient supply of services to solve the
environmental problems. Therefore, this paper proposes countermeasures from the aspects of establishing green development
concepts, strengthening ecological responsibility, regulating behaviors, and optimizing the supply level of public environmental
services.

Key Words: Ecological Environmental Protection Supervision; County; Ecological Environment Renovation
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