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Digital Countryside Construction: Underlying Logic, Practical Errors and
Optimization Path

LILili ZENGYiwu GUO Hongdong

Abstract: After going through an initial exploration phase (1979-1993), a basic cultivation phase (1994-2003) and a rapid
development phase (2004-2017), China’s agricultural and rural informatization has entered a comprehensive improvement phase
(starting in 2018), which is also a digital countryside construction phase. As a new stage of agricultural and rural informatization, the
core of digital countryside construction is to realize high-quality digital development of the whole agricultural industrial chain and
all-round digital development in rural areas. Technological progress, deepening reform and balance of interests constitute the
underlying logic of digital countryside construction. However, the digital countryside construction in some areas has certain
practical errors, such as focusing on hardware devices, the proliferation of digital formalism, irrational allocation of public resources,
and excessive reliance on operators and service providers. Those practical errors deviate from the core meaning and underlying
logic of digital countryside construction and need to be corrected. Establishing a systematic and powerful security mechanism,
enhancing the empowerment of data elements, adjusting the distribution of public resources and improving the digital literacy of
cadres and the masses are important ways to optimize the digital countryside construction in China.

Key Words: Digital Countryside; Digital Divide; Digital Reform; Digital Formalism; Agricultural and Rural Informatization
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