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Chinese Agricultural Civilization: Historical Evolution, Ideological Concepts,
and Practical Implications for Building up Strength in Agriculture

SUI Bin

Abstract: The Chinese agricultural civilization is the crystallization of production and life wisdom of Chinese people over thousands
of years, and it is the foundation of building up strength in agriculture. This paper systematically reviews the history of Chinese
agricultural civilization regarding five development periods of formation and development, enhancement and growth, maturity and
prosperity, instability and crisis, innovation and revival, and extracts eight major ideological concepts inform the Chinese agricultural
civilization. The concepts include the emphasis on agriculture as the foundation of the country, the recognition of food as the national
safety net, the land concept of expanding and fertilizing the land, the scientific and technological concept of encouraging practice and
innovation, the ecological concept of harmonious coexistence, the people-oriented concept of stimulating people’s potential, the
pastoral concept of admiring nature, and the moral governance concept of respecting etiquette and benevolence. On this basis, this
paper proposes practical implications for accelerating building up strength in agriculture. It is necessary to prioritize the development
of agriculture and rural areas, ensure safe and effective supply of grains and other important agricultural products, guarantee the
quantity and quality of arable land, improve agricultural technology and machinery, promote sustainable development of agriculture,
activate the vitality of new types of agricultural businesses, build livable and beautiful rural areas, and prosper rural culture. This paper
innovatively explores the dimensions of historical and cultural perspectives as well as the development of Chinese agricultural
civilization, and systematically extracts the ideological concepts of Chinese agricultural civilization, providing practical implications
for building up strength in agriculture and strong support for building modern civilization of the Chinese nation, and enabling the
long-standing Chinese agricultural civilization to play an more important role in the new era.

Keywords: Agricultural Civilization; Traditional Culture; Ideological Concepts; Strength in Agriculture
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