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Can Equalization of Basic Public Services Alleviate the Relative Poverty of
Migrant Workers?

WANG Dazhe = ZHU Honggen QIAN Long

Abstract: This article uses data of China Migrants Dynamic Survey in 2016 to empirically analyzes the mitigation effect and
heterogeneity of the equalization of basic public services on the relative poverty of migrant workers. The baseline regression results
show that the equalization of basic public services significantly alleviates the relative poverty of migrant workers. The conclusion
remains robust after the study is reexamined by controlling the settlement threshold index, using fiscal transparency as an
instrumental variable, adjusting the critical value of basic public service access, and replacing different relative poverty standards.
This study also explores the impact of equalization of basic public services in different dimensions. The results show that the
equalization of basic medical and health services and of basic social insurance services plays a prominent role in alleviating the
relative poverty of migrant workers. The equalization of basic public education services has not significantly alleviated the relative
poverty. The equalization of basic employment services and of basic housing security services has exacerbated the relative poverty
of migrant workers. Furthermore, this study analyzes the heterogeneity of mitigation effect and finds that the mitigation effect is
more prominent in larger cities, and it mainly alleviates the relative poverty of inter-provincial and intra-provincial migrant workers
and the older generation of migrant workers.

Keywords : Equalization of Basic Public Service; Migrant Worker; Relative Poverty
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