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Can the Reform of Rural Collective Property Rights System Promote the
Development of Rural Collective Economy? An Empirical Test Based on the
Survey Data of China’s Rural Revitalization

LU Qianwen YANG Yiwu

Abstract: The reform of rural collective property rights system provides an institutional basis for rural collective economic
organizations to introduce modern management mechanism and effectively participate in market competition, which is the premise
of the development of new rural collective economy. Based on the survey data of the China Rural Revitalization Survey (CRRS)
conducted by the Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 2020, this article uses the propensity score
matching method and confirms that the reform has significantly strengthened rural collective economy. Further analysis shows that
different result findings in the existing research stem from the heterogeneity of reform effectiveness in various regions. Specifically,
compared with plain and hilly areas, rural collective property rights system reform in mountainous and semi-mountainous areas has
not played a significant role in promoting the development of rural collective economy. The larger scale the village population, the
longer tenure the secretary of the village Party branch, the better the village public security situation, the more obvious the reform
effect. At the same time, in villages where the secretary of the village Party branch concurrently serves as the director of the village
committee, rural collective property rights system reform plays a greater role in promoting the development of rural collective
economy. Setting up collective shares cannot enhance the promotion effect of rural collective property rights system reform on the
development of rural collective economy, but may inhibit it. The findings provide inspirations for a new round of reform. Attention
should be paid to the heterogeneity of reform effects. It is necessary to focus on the development of collective economy in weak
areas, promote cross village cooperation and development, give better play to the supporting role of rural governance, and improve
rural collective ownership structure, so as to provide a more solid institutional foundation for the development of a new type of rural
collective economy.

Keywords: Rural Collective Economy; Rural Collective Property Rights System; Rural Modernization; Rural Basic Management

System; Rural Reform
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