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Key Issues in the Reform of Rural Residential Land System: Practical
Explorations and Theoretical Explanations

QU Song ZHONG Luging GUO Junping

Abstract: Deepening the reform of rural residential land system is an important part of strengthening institutional supply for rural
revitalization. Based on the abundant experimental practices of the new round of rural residential land system reform pilots, this
article sorts out and analyzes some focal issues related to the key reform steps, such as the acquisition, utilization, disposal and
revenue of the use right, and the exercise of the collective ownership of rural residential land. To be more specific, first of all, “one
household, one residence” principle has encountered numerous practical challenges such as household division, inheritance and the
intensification of man-land contradiction, so how can we protect farmers’ housing rights in the long run? Secondly, with the
increasing demand for property rights of rural residential land, how can we resolve the problem of house binding relationship and
expand the house and rural residential land transfer transactions? Thirdly, the inefficient use of idle rural residential land coexists
with insufficient land supply for rural revitalization, so how can we break through the constraints of residential self-use and location
conditions and realize the diversified value of rural residential land according to the different conditions of each village? Fourthly,
the virtual collective ownership of rural residential land is widely criticized, so how can we clarify the relationship among the
collective ownership subjects and effectively protect the rights and interests of collective members? This study proposes the
following options. Firstly, we should correctly understand the evolution logic from “one household, one residence” to “meeting the
housing needs for all households”, recognizing the inheritance of the use right of rural residential land, and playing the regulatory
role of paid use system, Secondly, with the help of design scheme of the legal lease right, appropriate separation between house and
rural residential land can be implemented, and the transaction scope of house and rural residential land should be expanded orderly.
Thirdly, it would be necessary to actively explore the multifunctional expansion, compound utilization and land type conversion of
rural residential land and give priority to support the allocation of development rights of rural residential land among villages.
Finally, on the premise of ensuring farmers’ interests, it would be essential to improve the legal personality of the subject of
collective ownership and its power exercise mechanism and enhance villagers’ right to democratic autonomy.

Key Words: Reform of Rural Residential Land System; “One Household, One Residence” Principle; Transfer Rule of House and

Rural Residential Land; Rural Residential Land Development Right; Land Collective Ownership
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