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Directors’ Altruistic Spirit and Cooperative Performance: Theoretical and
Empirical Analyses Based on Case Studies in Rural Chongqing

LIULing OU Jinghua HONGTao YAO Shujie

Abstract: Based on the field investigation cases of four typical farmers’ professional cooperatives in Kaizhou District, Chongging,
this article conducts a theoretical and case analysis on the mechanism of the directors’ altruistic spirit affecting cooperative
development. The results show that the phenomena of “elite capture” and “empty-shelled cooperatives” in farmers’ professional
cooperatives are closely related to the directors’ personal ability and self-interest behavior. When the directors are less capable and
selfish, the phenomenon of so-called “empty-shelled cooperatives” is easy to appear. When the directors are capable but selfish, the
problem of “elite capture” is easy to occur. When the directors have an altruistic spirit and insufficient personal ability, it is easy to
lead to a so-called “inefficient cooperative” phenomenon. Only when the directors are capable, altruistic and able to balance
efficiency and fairness, can an “ideal cooperative” be formed. The research findings in this study provide important theoretical
support and decision-making reference for China to improve the selection, evaluation and supervision mechanism of cooperative
directors, stimulate collectivism and altruism, break through the “principle-agent” dilemma, promote the stable development of
cooperatives and drive the vast number of farmers to increase their incomes.

Keywords: Director; Altruistic Spirit; Fairness; Efficiency; Farmers’ Professional Cooperative
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