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The Nature and Institutional Changes of Rural Homesteads in China: The
Origin, Distinctions, and Policy Implications

ZHANG Qingyong  LIU Shouying

Abstract: The further reform of the homestead system is of great significance to the realization of China's rural revitalization
strategy. Understanding the nature of homesteads as a means of production, and hence the process and logic of the collectivization
of rural homesteads, is the basis for a breakthrough in the next-stage reform. By tracing Marxist classic literature on the attribute
identification of land for agricultural use and non-agricultural use, as well as the arguments on the public ownership of land, this
article discusses the process and logic of the collectivization of rural homesteads in the 1950s and 1960s. The study finds that, when
the Constitution and policies concerning homesteads were made, homesteads were regarded as a means of production, which was in
line with Marx's view of land for non-agricultural use as an ordinary means of production. When advanced agricultural producers’
cooperatives were established in 1956, the central problem was to collectivize key means of production. That was why homesteads
which were viewed as an ordinary means of production, were then not collectivized. The People's Communes emphasized
eliminating private ownership of means of production and initiated the collectivization of homesteads. However, the collectivization
of homesteads in China was not completed at one time. The process began in 1958 and ended in 1963 with great regional variations.
These findings help to clarify the nature of homesteads as a means of production and to choose the right direction of the homestead
system reform.

Keywords: Rural Homesteads; Means of Production; Means of Subsistence; Collectivization
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