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Basic Experiences on China’s Forty Years of Rural Reform
Peng Haihong

Abstract: Great achievements have been made in China’s rural reform in the past forty years. This article illustrates several
basic experiences in the course of China’s reform. These basic experiences include: adhering to and developing the
fundamental economic system in rural areas, adhering to the fundamental political advantages of rural reform, adhering to the
basic political system in rural areas, adhering to the reform direction of socialist market economy, and adhering to a people’s
history in respect of reform. Based on a comprehensive analysis of basic experiences on rural reform, the study analyzes and
criticizes some erroneous thoughts in the reform, especially the thoughts on land privatization. It holds that the collective
ownership of rural land is a fundamental institutional basis for great achievements in rural reform, having incomparable
institutional advantages over private ownership of land. The rural reform has fulfilled the essential requirements of socialism,
reflected self-improvement and development of the socialist system in the countryside, and laid a good foundation for the
implementation of rural revitalization strategy in the new era.

Key Words: Rural Reform; Villagers” Autonomy System; Collective Ownership of Rural Land; Socialist Market Economy;

Rural Revitalization
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